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We must succeed this time
because without 3G, doing
business internationally in the
future is unimaginable
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NBTC says 3G auction”
ready for next step

Thailand’s Telecommunications system has been
continuously developed by all relevant parties. The 3G
auction on 2.1 GHz under the control of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
is now all set to take the next step.

is the third generation

of wireless technol-

ogy (Third Generation

Mobile telephone
-3G). The system and its regulation
are overseen by the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) in
harmony with the policies of each
country. 3G is mostly used with
mobile phones and handsets as a
means to connect to the internet or
other IP networks in order to down-
load and upload data. With the 3G
system, users are able to share all
forms of information via mobile
phones, wirelessly and conveniently,
anywhere.

"The bandwidth of the 3G system
in Thailand is still narrow,” explained
chairman of telecommunications
commission, NBTC. He continued
that the auction for third-generation
(3G) licenses on the 2.1 GHz
frequency is deemed the next chapter
in the development of the telecom-
munications system in Thailand. “The
auction will help mobile phone users
access the 3G system faster and more
efficiently. Thailand already has the
3G system but users are still not able
to use it efficiently. In other words,
modern 3G devices could be
regarded as a fleet of fast sports cars
whereas our current 3G bandwidth is
a road that is too narrow for them to
operate efficiently on”

He also said “currently, all parties
concerned are trying to push the 3G
auction forward. No one can deny
that it can bring long-term economic
growth benefits to Thailand. Mean-
while, the government can spend the
money earned from 3G bids to
develop the country’s economy
across all sectors and encourage
more capital inflows from interna-
tional investors. Moreover, mobile
phone users in Thailand will have a

chance to get better communication
services with wider options from
service providers.”

“The 3G system will create a
society of learning because it will
enable people to share information
faster. Most importantly, all indus-
tries will be improved, especially the
medical industry which will become
more effective because medical staff
will be able to communicate with
each other more easily and conve-
niently. This will be especially impor-
tant during emergencies when
instant communication is vital.”

Colonel Settapong emphasised
that the auction will create a new
dimension of business and open new
markets around the country.

"The country’s competitiveness
and potential for sustained growth
depends on a well-constructed
infrastructure. It seems that Thailand
still has a way to achieve appropriate
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infrastructure and so we are asking
all relevant parties to make an extra
effort to get everything straightened
out in time for the implementation of
the ASEAN Economic Community in
2015."

However, Colonel Settapong
stressed that if the upcoming 3G
auction in Thailand should fail, as it
has in the past, Pakistan will leapfrog
Thailand. This could leave Thailand
as the last country to achieve full 3G,
consequently Thai telecommunica-
tions will experience a severe band-
width crisis going forward.

Colonel Settapong gave his assur-
ances that all regulations governing
the 3G auction on 2.1 GHz will be
approved by all concerned parties in
both the government and private
sectors.

When asked about the impact of
broadband in the ASEAN Economic
Community, Colonel Settapong

replied that broadband is considered
a key enabler that can enhance
productivity, employment and wages
growth and stimulate commerce and
competitiveness. “Moreover, it has
also contributed to social and cultural
changes that play key roles in chang-

ing societies and stimulating
economic development through
innovation.”

Colonel Settapong added that
another vivid example of the role of
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broadband is its role in enabling
information and communications
technology (ICT) which, in turn, had
helped some developed economies
evolve the industry from traditional
to innovatory, helping industries to
complete more effectively in the
global arena.

Colonel Settapong also explains
that broadband network will bring
about significant shifts in several
business sectors, especially
e-commerce ventures, and that it
expanded the scope of many small
businesses in terms of their marketing
and the channels they use to build
their businesses successfully and
profitably.

“Broadband networks can help
many young entrepreneurs grow
their businesses more economically
by working from home via the
internet. It means that there is less
need for them to hire manpower to
work for them.”

Colonel Settapong assures that
the country will benefit socially and
economically from the 3G network
while integration in ASEAN will be
greatly enhanced by wireless broad-
band.

“"Wireless broadband will encour-
age more online consumption,
enabling people to keep themselves
up-to-date and consume more
knowledge, thereby enhancing the
overall knowledge base.” Colonel
Settapong said.

3G environments will cater to mass
markets, global roaming and other
special applications both to people
already active in business and those
looking for opportunities. The 3G
license auction on 2.1 GHz is set to
start in October 2012, priced at 4.5
billion Baht per 1 licence.
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Colonel Settapong Malisuwan, Ph.D.
Chairman of Telecommunications
Commission, NBTC (Thailand)

“3G is a national priority,” he

stressed. There is no room for
backsliding.”

It is crucial for us to succeed this
time because without 3G, doing
business internationally is unimagi-
nable for the future,” Colonel

Settapong concluded.
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